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UNIVERSITI Putra Malaysia
(UPM) recently received RM1
millionfrom Asiatic Development
Sdn Bhd to fund its research
and educational programmes,
and to grant scholarships under
the name of late businessman
and tycoon Tan Sri (Dr) Um Goh
Tong.
The scholarships are to
overcome financial difficulties
faced by deserving students
and are open to those pursuing
agricultural studies degrees at
UPM.
Student Azlan Saliman was
selected as the first recipient of
the scholarship.
Asiatic Development chief
executive officer Tan Sri Datuk
Um Kok Thay said the company
was proud and honoured to be
associated with one of the na-
tion's leadinguniversities recog-
nised for excellence in the field
of agriculture and research.
He said this in reference to
Asiatic's biotechnologyinitiatives
carried out through its centre of
excellence in genomic science,
Asiatic Centre for Genome Tech-
nology Sdn Bhd.
UPM Vice-Chancellor prof
Datuk Dr Nik MLlstaphaR.Abdul-
lah said research in the oil palm
industry is very important and
challenging.
"we are collaborating closely
with industry players to ensure
the research outputs can help
the industry ascend to greater
dimensions of success and
excellence," he said.
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